
M/F FUTURE

M/F FUTURE is a diptych of performances—DECODER 2017 and DEAD TIME OF PLENTY—about how we imagine 
what we will become. Inspired by the prophetic writings of William S. Burroughs and Doris Lessing, M/F FUTURE 
questions gender and time by creating two distinct worlds: one paranoid, one patient; one extending the body 
through media and technology, one insistent on the body as the story and site of becoming. Taken together, M/F 

FUTURE presents otherness as central to survival, and the only escape route from the ongoing apocalypse. M/F 

FUTURE continues the work of Restless NYC’s award-winning production THIS WAS THE END, which examined our 
relationship to the past, by asking many of the same artists to now look forward. M/F FUTURE will premier together, 
but it is designed so that each piece can tour and perform on its own.

DECODER 2017

William Burroughs once claimed “when you cut into the present the future leaks out.” DECODER 2017 
puts you in the reality studio to watch the cuts unfold. DJ and sound artist G. Lucas Crane generates 
a simultaneous visual reality with analog tape machines in a barrage of media, text, music and surgery. 
Together with performer Jim Findlay, they act as both characters within a fictional world infiltrating each 
others’ bodies and real-time systems operators in the psychic battle of man and machine.

“Memory and image, literary ghosts and an actual possession all phase together in Mallory Catlett’s sublime This Was 
The End… a work of unparalleled technical integration.”

—Helen Shaw, Time Out New York
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DEAD TIME OF PLENTY

Based on The Memoirs of a Survivor, Doris Lessing’s dystopian novel about the collapse of society, DEAD 

TIME OF PLENTY is a durational performance for the legendary Black-Eyed Susan, a girl and a dog. A 
recording of Black-Eyed Susan reading the novel serves as score for an exploration of our current “dead 
time of plenty,” when people confuse having things with actually evolving. Shifting between sequences of 
associative actions and scenes that sync directly with the narrative, DEAD TIME OF PLENTY questions the 
evolutionary images on view, from animal to human, young to old, mother to daughter.

M A L L O R Y  C AT L E T T  /  R E S T L E S S  N Y C
Mallory Catlett is an Obie award winning director, dramaturg and creator of performance across disciplines from 
City Council Meeting—an experiment in participatory democracy with Aaron Landsman and Jim Findlay that the 
audience performs; to Dread Scott’s Decision—a Supreme Court performance installation at BAM’s Next Wave 
Festival; to The Scarlet Ibis—Stefan Weisman’s puppet opera at the PROTOYPE Festival; to Restless’ THIS WAS 

THE END—a remix of Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya (Obie, Bessie and Henry Hewes Awards). She created Restless NYC 
to investigate the relationship between time and the destructive impulse. Employing strategies of disruption—site-
specificity, mixed media, fragmentation and reconfiguration—she uses the literary and theatrical canons as sources 
for contemporary performance. The dismantling of stories that have already been told is a practice in transformation, 
an attempt to create openings, to find a way out, and forward. She is a Foundation for the Contemporary Arts 2015 
Grants to Artists Awardee and an assistant professor at Stony Brook University.
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CREDITS/COLLABORATORS: DECODER 2017

CONCEIVED AND DIRECTED BY: Mallory Catlett 
IN COLLABORATION WITH: G. Lucas Crane (performer/sound/video manipulation), Jim Findlay 
(performer), Ryan Holsopple (interaction), and Keith Skretch (video)
TEXT FROM: William Burroughs & Brion Gysin—The Third Mind, “The Electronic Revolution” and the 
Nova Trilogy 

LINKS: vimeo.com/140865584
BASIC THEATRICAL REQUIREMENTS: Black Box/Music venue 
FUNDING AND TOURING PARTNERS: DECODER 2017 is being created with was commissioning support from 
Gibney Dance and Theatre Conspiracy and residencies at Mount Tremper Arts, the Collapsable Giraffe, and 
the PuSh Festival, where it will perform in-progress in February 2016. 

CREDITS/COLLABORATORS: DEAD TIME OF PLENTY

CONCEIVED AND DIRECTED BY: Mallory Catlett
PERFORMED BY: Black-Eyed Susan, a girl and a dog
TEXT FROM: Doris Lessing: The Memoirs of a Survivor

LINKS: vimeo.com/148046100
BASIC THEATRICAL REQUIREMENTS: White Space/Gallery
FUNDING AND TOURING PARTNERS: DEAD TIME OF PLENTY is being created with support from the 
Foundation of the Contemporary Arts and residencies at the MacDowell Colony and upcoming at 
Baryshnikov Arts Center. It was presented in-progress at the 2015 Prelude Festival in NYC. 

S E E K I N G
Restless NYC seeks presentation and development partners with black box and gallery spaces to present the full 
diptych or for one or the other to present each piece individually. DECODER 2017 is developing a concert based on 
each book of the Nova Trilogy and is specifically seeking sponsorship/commission of Nova Express.


